Claims 

1 . A position reporting device for attachment to a business office device, the 
position reporting device comprising: 

a memory device for storing a pre-programmed, semi-static address of a 
recipient; 

a receiver configured to receive location signals from at least two known 
locations; 

a position calculator configured to determine a position of the receiver from 
the received location signals; and 

a transmitter configured to transmit, across a Wide Area network, position 
information to a recipient specified by the pre-programmed, semi-static address in the 
memory of the position reporting device. 

2. The position reporting device of Claim 1, wherein: 

the receiver and position calculator comprise a global positioning satellite 
receiver configured to obtain signals from global positioning satellites and to 
determine the position; 

the position reporting device further comprises a monitoring system 
configured to monitor and maintain the position from the global positioning satellite 
receiver; and 

the transmitter comprises an Internet access module configured to 
communicate the position information. 

3. The position reporting device of Claim 2, wherein the global positioning 
satellite receiver comprises a fixed-mount global positioning satellite receiver. 

4. The position reporting device of Claim 2, wherein the monitoring system 
comprises software configured to interface with the global positioning satellite 
receiver to record the position. 

5. The position reporting device of Claim 4, wherein the software comprises at 
least one of a dynamic link library, a static-linked library, a script, a JAVA class, a 
C++ class, and a C library routine. 
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6. The position reporting device of Claim 1, wherein the transmitter comprises 
a wireless transmitter. 

7. The position reporting device of Claim 6, wherein the wireless transmitter 
comprises a radio transmitter. 

8. The position reporting device of Claim 2, wherein the monitoring system 
comprises a control interface for specifying a format and a protocol for transmitting 
the position information. 

9. The position reporting device of Claim 7, wherein the protocol comprises at 
least one of a store-and-forward protocol and a direct connection protocol. 

10. The position reporting device of Claim 7, wherein the protocol comprises 
at least one of a file transfer protocol and a simple mail transfer protocol. 

11. The position reporting device of Claim 1, wherein the business office 
device comprises an image forming apparatus. 

12. The position reporting device of Claim 11, wherein the image forming 
apparatus comprises a photocopier. 

13. The position reporting device of Claim 1 1, wherein the image forming 
apparatus comprises a facsimile machine. 

14. The position reporting device of Claim 1, wherein the transmitter is further 
configured to transmit an identification number identifying the business office device. 

15. The position reporting device of Claim 1, wherein the business office 
device comprises an imaging device. 

16. The position reporting device of Claim 1, wherein the business office 
device comprises an image processing device. 
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17. A monitoring system comprising: 

a monitor for receiving position information via a wide area network; and 
a position reporting device for attachment to a business office device, the 
position reporting device including: 

a memory device for storing a pre-programmed, semi-static address of 
a recipient; 

a receiver configured to receive location signals from at least two 
known locations; 

a position calculator configured to determine a position of the receiver 
from the received location signals; 

a selection interface for specifying at least one of a pre-programmed, 
semi-static address stored in the memory of the position reporting device and a 
name of the monitor; and 

a transmitter configured to transmit, across the Wide Area network, 
position information to the monitor specified by the selection interface. 

18. A method for reporting a position of a position reporting device attached to 
a business office device, the method comprising the steps of: 

pre-programming a semi-static address of a recipient in a memory of the 
position reporting device; 

receiving, via a receiver, location signals from at least two known locations; 
determining a position of the receiver from the received location signals; and 

transmitting, across a Wide Area network, position information to the recipient 
specified by semi-static address pre-programmed in the memory of the position 
reporting device connected to the business office device. 

19. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the receiving and determining 
steps are performed inside a global positioning satellite receiver, and the step of the 
transmitting step comprises transmitting across the Internet. 

20. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the step of transmitting 
comprises transmitting using a wireless transmitter. 
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21. The method as claimed in claim 18, further comprising the step of 
specifying a format and a protocol for transmitting the position information. 

22. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the step of transmitting 
comprises transmitting using at least one of a store-and- forward protocol and a direct 
connection protocol. 

23. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the step of transmitting 
comprises transmitting an identification number identifying the business office 
device. 

24. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the business office device 
comprises an image forming device. 

25. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the business office device 
comprises a photocopier. 

26. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the business office device 
comprises a facsimile machine. 

27. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the business office device 
comprises an imaging device. 

28. The method as claimed in claim 18, wherein the business office device 
comprises an image processing device. 

29. A computer program product, comprising: 

a computer storage medium and a computer program code mechanism 
embedded in the computer storage medium for causing a position reporting device to 
track position information of a business office device, the computer program code 
mechanism comprising: 

a first computer code device configured to pre-program a semi-static address 
of a recipient in memory; 
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a second computer code device configured to receive location signals from at 
least two known locations; 

a third computer code device configured to determine a position of the 
position reporting device from the received location signals; and 

a fourth computer code device configured to transmit, across a Wide Area 
network, position information to a recipient specified by the position reporting device 
connected to the business office device. 

30. The computer program product as claimed in claim 22, wherein the second 
computer code device receives at least three location signals from at least three known 
locations and the third computer code device determines a position of the position 
reporting device from the at least three received location signals 



22 



